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might pay you to stay over here, as I hear you have a
faculty for cross-examination. It might pay you to stay. You
might be made a Judge in time.9*
" This was at a time/5 said Carson, " when I was really
getting on.53 Indeed, it was at the time when Carson was
being widely talked of as the successor to Sir Charles Russell,
a greater advocate than Lord James ever was.
Carson had now been called to the Bar of England for a
year, and the time had come to settle accounts. Charles
Darling came into Carson's room one day and said, cc I've
been going through my fees and I find you owe me a bet."
Carson, who had a horror of gambling, looked up surprised.
" I told you," said Darling, " that if you allowed me to
paint your name over my door, you'd have five times my
practice within a year.33 With all respect to the learned judge
his judgment was right: Carson, according to the strict
terms of the bet, was owing him a shilling. In a few days,
Carson brought Darling a beautiful Irish blackthorn stick,
with a silver band, which had cost exactly a shilling, around
it, and bearing the inscription cc C.D., from E.G., 1894,"
still a treasured possession of the famous Judge. " It has
been carried,35 said Carson, " by Cecil Roche, the fearless
resident magistrate, and it has done good service on the
heads of my fellow-countrymen. It has a * sword grip ' and
it won't turn in your hand, as it grew between two stones."
By November 1892 Carson had achieved the hall-mark of
fame in those days. Vanity Fair accorded him the patronage
of a column of biography by "Jehu Junior,33 and a cartoon
by " Spy,33 an honour which was also given another Trinity
man, Oscar Wilde. But his biographer had not yet read the
signs clearly understood in the Temple. ce He seems to like
the disgrace of being stigmatised as Mr. Balfour's Crown
prosecutor : nor is he put out even when he is openly said
to be as big a blackguard as ever was Peter the Packer ;
yet he is not without virtue. He has not much of a practice
in England, but he has appeared in a case which arose out
of a modern labour trouble, and it is possible he will get
more clients. For he is a hard-working, painstaking, lynx-
eyed practitioner who can speak strongly. He is a lean,